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N° 25 



Meeting 14/15 March 2011



14 March 2011, 15h00 - 18h30



15 March 2011, 09h00 - 12h30; 15h00 - 18h30



Room: JAN 2Q2, Brussels

	Highlights
	

	Commissioner Ciolos to present Commission work programme for 2012
	

	Agriculture Commissioner Dacian Ciolos will present to AGRI members his work and legislative programme for 2012 (Tuesday 15 March 11h00). The CAP reform will of course be the key priority next year. 
	

	What market measures in the future CAP after 2013?
	

	Experts from the Polytechnic University of Madrid (Spain) will present a draft study on market measures in the future CAP after 2013 (Tuesday 14 March at 15.00). This study supports among other things a shift from public support towards public indirect support and from crisis management towards risk management.
	

	"Quality package" workshop
	Provisional calendar

	AGRI members will be holding a workshop on food quality policy with a view to hear academic and expert views on the recent "quality package" proposed by the Commission and discuss possible additions to it. Invited to speak are Denis Pantini (IT), who will address the future of quality policy in the CAP post 2013 and Mr. Gilles Allaire (FR), who will be speaking on the subject of small farmers and local markets as a part of the quality policy. AGRI rapporteur Iratxe Garcia-Perez (S&D, ES) will present her draft report at the meeting of 11-12 April.
	Presentation of draft report

11-12/04

Deadline for amendments:

03/05

Adoption in Committee:

20/06

	
Ongoing dossiers
	

	Contractual relations in the milk sector: presentation of draft report
	Provisional calendar

	One of the key problems of the crisis in the milk sector seems to be the difficulties faced by farmers for negotiating good prices for their products. Following the recommendations of the High level expert's group on milk (HLG), the Commission has proposed to reinforce the bargaining power of producers. The rapporteur, James Nicholson (ECR, UK) is proposing 40 amendments to the Commission proposal (co-decision procedure).
	Deadline for amendments: 

22/03, 12h00

AGRI indicative vote: 24-25/05



	Alignment of regulation on direct support for farmers to Lisbon Treaty
	Provisional calendar

	Paolo De Castro (chairman, S&D, IT) will present his draft report on the proposal for alignment to the new rules on delegated acts and implementing powers set out in the Lisbon Treaty of the direct payments regulation - one of the core regulation of the CAP. The rapporteur is generally supportive of the Commission proposal. His amendments aim at reflecting the content of the recent common understanding concluded with the Council and the entry into force of the new regulation on implementing acts. In a few cases, where changes to annexes were operated or rights of farmers touched upon, the rapporteur proposes the use of delegated acts. In addition, he suggests an amendment to the reservation of exclusive powers for the Council in the case of financial discipline, which is no longer in line with the present legislative reality and Parliament's equal role in CAP and the budget. The rapporteur also proposes additional simplification measures. 
	Deadline for amendments: 

22/03, 12h00

AGRI vote: 11-12/04



	Alignment of regulation on support for rural development to Lisbon Treaty
	Provisional calendar

	Paolo De Castro (chairman, S&D, IT) is also rapporteur for the "alignment" of the regulation on Rural Development, which is another core regulation of the CAP. He agrees with the Commission's classification into delegated and implementing acts and is only proposing a few amendments of horizontal nature. These reflect the common understanding between Parliament and Council and the new regulation on implementing powers. Regarding to simplification measures, the rapporteur proposes to allow, for Member States which have opted for regional programs, the calculation of the automatic cancellation of financial resources at the level of the Member State, as well as some additional measures.  
	Deadline for amendments: 

22/03, 12h00

AGRI vote: 11-12/04



	Vaccination against bluetongue: presentation of draft report
	Provisional calendar

	The Commission has proposed to amend Directive 2000/75/EC with a view to allow the use of inactivated vaccines against bluetongue outside areas subject to animal movement restrictions. The rapporteur, Janusz Wojciechowski (ECR, PL) supports the substance of the Commission proposal. The only amendments proposed in the draft report concern the legal basis. The proposal is scheduled for early adoption in view of the vaccination season, which should start already in May-June. 
	Provisional calendar:

Deadline for amendments: 17/03, 12.00

AGRI vote: 04/04

Plenary: 6-7/04



	Mandate for the trilogue on the draft 2012 budget
	Provisional calendar

	Francesca Balzani, rapporteur of BUDG committee on the 2012 budgetary procedure, will have an exchange of views with AGRI members on 15 March (from +/- 10.00h) in the context of an informal dialogue with all specialised committees. The aim is to exchange information for the elaboration of the AGRI opinion on the 2012 Draft Budget and to take stock of members' priorities, which should be integrated in the draft report defining the BUDG mandate for the June/July budgetary Trilogue. Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos (S&D, PT) has been named rapporteur for the AGRI committee.
	Mandate for the June/July Trilogue

- Presentation of draft AGRI opinion: 2/05

- AGRI vote : 25/05

- BUDG (lead committee) : 14/06

- Plenary vote: 23-24/06

Draft budget (budgetary amendments)

- AGRI vote: 30-31/08

- BUDG vote: October

- Plenary : possibly end October

	Antibiotic resistance: presentation of draft resolution
	Provisional calendar

	Antibiotics are commonplace today to treat human and animal diseases.  Half of the antibiotic drugs are prescribed to humans and half of them to animals.  The need for medicine is uncontested.  However under certain conditions resistance to antimicrobial drugs can develop which in turn renders these drugs ineffective.  This proposal for resolution (rapporteur: Paolo de Castro, chairman, S&D, IT), which follows the oral question to the Commission adopted on 7 February, responds to the necessity to extend some elements of the monitoring and surveillance system in place for humans to the animal husbandry domain, with the aim to promote practices that maintain the efficiency of antibiotics.
	Deadline for amendments: 

21/03, 12h00

Examination in committee: 11-12/04/2011

Vote in committee: 2/05

Adoption in plenary: 9-12/05

	UE-Morocco trade agreement: presentation of draft report
	

	The objective of the UE-Morocco is to achieve a greater liberalisation of reciprocal trade in agricultural and processed agricultural products. This agreement raises many questions and concerns especially from producers of fruits and vegetables of southern Europe. The deadline for amendments has been postponed to a later stage further to the decision of the international trade committee to request clarifications from the Commission regarding the implications of this agreement for Western Sahara.
	

	Votes on 15 March 2011
	

	Should Member States be given more flexibility to restrict GMO cultivation?
	

	67 amendments in total have been tabled by members, including 13 by the rapporteur Georges Lyon (ALDE, UK), to the Commission proposal to allow Member States to restrict or prohibit GMO cultivation on their territories. 8 compromise amendments have been negotiated among shadow rapporteurs from political groups.
	

	
	

	Useful links
	

	Webstreaming
	

	Meeting documents
	

	Link to Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
	

	
	

	Next committee meeting
	

	28 March 2011, PHS 1 A002
15h00 - 18h 30
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For further information, please contact:

Secretariat of Agriculture and Rural Development, on +32 (0) 2 28 42814
or by e-mail: agri secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
AGRI website

