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N° 20 


Meeting 30 Novembre/1 December 2010

30 November, 15h00 - 18h30

1 December, 09h00 - 12h30; 15h00 - 18h30
Room: PHS 1 A002, Brussels

	Highlights
	

	Workshop on young farmers in the EU
	

	The situation of young farmers is a priority topic for the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development in the context of the CAP towards 2020 reform. Based on previous EP reports calling for measures supporting the installation of young farmers and new entrants in the agricultural sector, AGRI members will review the situation of young farmers in the context of a workshop. Experts on the subject and representatives of the European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA) have been invited as speakers.
	

	Ongoing dossiers
	

	The CAP towards 2020
	

	Following the presentation by Commissioner Ciolos in the AGRI committee on 18 November, AGRI members will pursue on 1st December (from 15.00h) their examination of the Commission communication on the CAP towards 2020. Albert Dess (EPP, DE) has been named rapporteur for an own-initiative report to be adopted by the European Parliament next spring. (1 December 2010, 15.00 h, room PHS 1 A 002).
	


	2011 budget
	

	Since the conciliation on the budget procedure ended without result, the Commission has adopted a revised draft budget 2011 on Friday, in the attempt to reach agreement between Parliament and Council before the end of the year and to avoid the "provisional twelfths" mechanism. AGRI members will discuss the impact of the different scenarios for the agricultural sector.
	

	Should Member States be given more flexibility to restrict GMO cultivation?
	Provisional calendar

	The Commission proposal to give Member States more flexibility for restricting or prohibiting the cultivation of GMOs on their territories raises many questions (compatibility with internal market and WTO/GATT rules, legal certainty, consequences on the GMO approval system, etc.). AGRI members will pursue their discussions on 30 November with a view to an AGRI opinion by George Lyon (ALDE, UK).
	Presentation of draft AGRI opinion: 25/01/11
AGRI vote: 28/02/11

ENVI vote: 11-12/04/2011

Plenary vote: 1st reading: June 2010

	Alignment of old "comitology" procedures to Lisbon Treaty
	

	The Lisbon Treaty has replaced the previous comitology system (based on advisory, management and regulatory procedures) for implementing and executing basic legal acts with a new system consisting of delegated and implementing acts (the former including Parliament's right of veto). Thus, the whole body of CAP legislation has to be aligned to this new legal framework. The two first proposals on the table are the alignment of the Direct Payments and the Rural Development Regulations, two of the main legal acts under the CAP. The choice between delegated acts (Article 290 TFEU) and implementing acts (Article 291) in both regulations in Agriculture is seen as an example for all future "alignment "dossiers. Members will seek clarification on these Commission proposals, which are to be adopted under the co-decision procedure.
	

	EU-Agriculture and international trade: examination of amendments
	Provisional calendar

	The EU agricultural sector has a clear added value for the European economy and a strategic role to play in the ‘EU 2020’ strategy. External trade policy must not jeopardise the EU's ability to maintain a strong agricultural sector and to ensure food security against a background of increased market volatility, says the draft own-initiative report by Giorgios Papastamkos (EPP, EL). 127 amendments have been tabled by members.
	AGRI vote: 26/01/11

Plenary: March 2011

	Votes on 1 December 2010
	

	Recognising agriculture's strategic role for food security
	

	185 amendments have been tabled to the draft own-initiative report by Daciana Sârbu (S&D, RO). 16 compromise amendments have been negotiated.
	

	Preparing EU forests for climate change
	

	112 amendments have been tabled to the draft opinion by Rareş-Lucian Niculescu (EPP, RO). 11 compromise amendments have been negotiated.
	

	Useful links
	

	Webstreaming
	

	Meeting documents
	

	Link to Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
	

	
	

	Next committee meeting
	

	25/26 January 2011, 
25 January, 15h00 - 18h 30

26 January, 09h00 - 12h30; 15h-18h30
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For further information, please contact:

Secretariat of Agriculture and Rural Development, on +32 (0) 2 28 42814
or by e-mail: ip-agri secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
AGRI website

