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Meeting 5/6 October 2011




5 October 2011, 15h00 - 18h30




6 October 2011, 09h00 - 12h30




Room: PHS 1A 002
	Highlights
	

	Commissioner Dalli to update AGRI members on food safety & animal welfare issues
	

	AGRI members will hear Commissioner John Dalli on ongoing Commission activities in the fields of food safety and animal welfare, and especially on the enforcement of the ban on battery hen cages and on the consequences of the recent ECJ ruling on GM honey. Among other issues that may be raised are  the proposal to introduce an EU harmonised dioxin monitoring plan in the feed chain, an update on restrictions in place on Egyptian leguminous vegetables as a result of the recent E. coli outbreak, and the Commission work programme on alternatives to surgical pig castration.
	

	Report back from the Canary Islands delegation
	

	A delegation of members of the AGRI Committee visited the Canary Islands of La Palma, Tenerife and Gran Canaria from 31 August to 2 September 2011 with a view to learn more about the agricultural specificities of these remote islands in the context of the revision of the regulation on specific measures for agriculture in outermost regions (POSEI). Janusz Wojciechowski (ECR, PL), vice-chair of the AGRI Committee and head of this delegation, will report on this mission.
	


	MEPs to quizz Commission on future support to less favoured areas
	

	Ahead of the CAP reform package which is due to be presented by Agriculture Commissioner Dacian Cioloş on 12 October, AGRI members are seeking to get some clarifications from the Commission on the future of existing support to agriculture in the less favoured areas of the EU.
	

	Ongoing dossiers
	

	Rural development programmes and the budget crisis: presentation and possibly vote of draft report
	Provisional calendar

	Ongoing rural development programmes have been affected by liquidity problems resulting from budget constraints in several Member States. The European Commission has therefore presented a proposal to temporarily increase EU co-financing rates for these countries to 95% in convergence and outermost regions and in the smaller Aegean islands, and to 85% in other regions. The rapporteur, Paolo De Castro (AGRI chairman, S&D, IT), proposes to adopt this Commission proposal without amendments.
	Deadline for AGRI amendments and vote: to be fixed

	Reducing farmers' input costs in the food supply chain
	Provisional calendar

	Total input costs for EU farmers climbed on average by almost 40 % between 2000 and 2010, while farmgate prices increased on average by less than 25 %. The draft own-initiative report by José Bové (Greens, FR) identifies problems upstream of farm production, focusing on rising costs of energy, feed, fertilisers, pesticides, seeds, and water. It highlights the growing dependence of farmers on the input industry and suggests measures to reduce farmers' costs such as increased transparency on input prices, improving agronomic practices and resources management through innovation and resource efficiency, with appropriate information campaigns.
	Deadline for AGRI amendments: 17/10, 12h00

AGRI Vote : 23/11

	EU statistics on permanent crops: presentation of trilogue results
	

	An overall agreement on the file of European statistics on permanent crops has been reached with the Council and the Commission in a trilogue meeting on 21 September. Marya Nedelcheva (EPP, BG), the rapporteur, will report on the results of this trilogue.
	

	Imports of high-quality beef from the US and Canada (opinion)
	

	Members will have a first exchange of views with their draftsman, George Lyon (ALDE, UK), on the Commission proposal increase the autonomous tariff quota for imports of high-quality beef from the US and Canada, as a result of the Memoranda of Understanding signed recently with both countries. INTA, the International Trade Committee, is the lead committee on this file.
	

	Votes on 6 October 2011
	

	Honeybee health and challenges for the beekeeping sector 
	

	A total of 220 amendments have been tabled on the draft own-initiative report of Csaba Sándor Tabajdi (S&D, HU) on honeybee health and challenges for the beekeeping sector, and ENVI (the Environment Committee) has submitted an opinion. Some 18 compromise amendments have been negotiated.
	

	Parliament's position on the 2012 draft budget - opinion
	

	On 30 August, the AGRI Committee adopted 45 amendments to the EU draft budget for 2012. On 6 October, its members will vote on the draft opinion prepared by AGRI draftsman Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos (S&D, PT) for the Parliament's resolution on this draft budget. A total of 9 amendments have been submitted by members to Mr Capoulas' draft. 
	

	A roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy in 2050 (opinion)
	

	Some 68 amendments have been tabled by Members to the draft AGRI opinion prepared by Béla Glattfelder (EPP, HU) for the ENVI Committee. The draftsman and shadow rapporteurs have negotiated 5 compromise amendments.
	

	Useful links
	

	Webstreaming
	

	Meeting documents
	

	Link to Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
	

	
	

	Next committee meeting
	

	12 October 2011, 13h30 - 15h00
PHS 3C050, Brussels
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For further information, please contact:

Secretariat of Agriculture and Rural Development, on +32 (0) 2 28 42814
or by e-mail: agri secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
AGRI website

