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Should Member States be given more flexibility to restrict GMO cultivation?
AGRI members will have a first exchange of views on the Commission proposal aiming at giving Member States for flexibility to restrict or prohibit the cultivation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on their territories. Georges Lyon (ALDE, UK) has been named draftsman for an AGRI opinion to the environment committee.
EU-Agriculture and international trade: presentation of draft report
The EU agricultural sector has a clear added value for the European economy and a strategic role to play in the ‘EU 2020’ strategy. External trade policy must not jeopardise the EU's ability to maintain a strong agricultural sector and to ensure food security against a background of increased market volatility, says the draft own- initiative report by Giorgios Papastamkos (EPP, EL). 
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Recognising the strategic role of agriculture for food security
Europe's crop yield depends to a great extent on pollination by bees but the national programmes for the European beekeeping sector come to an end in 2012. The draft resolution from Daciana Sârbu (S&D, RO) therefore calls on the Commission to ensure that existing support for the apiculture sector is maintained and strengthened in the CAP after 2013.

Women in rural areas: presentation of draft report (recast)

The draft report by Elisabeth Jeggle (EPP, DE) underlines the important role of women not only in the farming sector but also in the wider framework of rural areas and the risk of depopulation of these areas if women leave the sector. It calls among other things on adequate investments in rural infrastructure and training, and the development of programmes supporting women initiatives under the 2nd pillar of the CAP, in order to maintain women in rural areas.
Preparing EU forests for climate change 
The AGRI opinion on the forest protection Communication is important in the CAP reform context, as it is essential to discuss the instruments needed to address climate change and forests protection in the new policy. The draftsman, Rares-Lucian Niculescu (EPP, RO), proposes reinforcing EU action in this field via the rural development pillar and to explore the possibility of top-up payments on direct support for the provision of environmental protection of forests.
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on 27 October 2010
German alcohol monopoly
The rapporteur Paolo de Castro (AGRI chairman, S&D, IT) is in favour of the Commission proposal to extend and phase-out until 2018 the derogation allowing German authorities to grant State aid for ethyl alcohol of agricultural origin marketed by the German Alcohol Monopoly. However, he has tabled one amendment aiming at more transparency on the dismantlement of this monopoly through regular reporting to Parliament and Council. No further amendments have been tabled by members.
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The situation in the beekeeping sector
Europe's crop yield depends to a great extent on pollination by bees but the national programmes for the European beekeeping sector come to an end in 2012. The draft resolution from the AGRI committee therefore calls on the Commission to ensure that existing support for the apiculture sector is maintained and strengthened in the CAP after 2013. 101 amendments have been tabled.
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